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on land, with its untrained volunteer troops, in which
our Capitol was burned and our effort at the inva-
sion of Canada proved a fiasco, hardly makes pleas-
ant reading for any American who has the right kind
of patriotism, which never closes its eyes to facts.

But the ships of our little navy, keeping to the
traditions of our fast clippers and of Decatur at Trip-
oli, by outrunning the enemy in overwhelmingly
superior numbers, closing in on him when terms were
equal, gave an account of themselves that thrilled
the nation. They fought the veterans of Trafalgar
according to their own methods. These were ter-
rible, bloody encounters at close quarters. That of
the Constitution and the Guerriere was over in an
hour; that of the United States and the Macedonian
in an hour and a half; and that of the Hornet and
Peacock in fourteen minutes. The spirit of the les-
son which the British learned in the Napoleonic wars,
they met in us. It meant boarding with the cutlass
when the ships were alongside, after they had been
raked fore and aft with gun fire. Tactics and gun-
nery were very simple then compared to the present,
when action may begin at a distance of six or seven
miles.

The boys who came to Annapolis from all parts
of a big expanse of a country not yet nationalized
by the broad community of thought and intelligence
of to-day had to be welded by the spirit of corps
into a common life and purpose. When you enter